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Symmes + D’Arcy McGee Governing Board
Date:  February 4th, 2026
Agenda / Minutes


	
	Parents
	Staff
	Other

	Symmes GB
	Caitlin Sommer
	X
	Amanda Matthews
	X
	
	

	
	Helene Carriere
	X
	Melanie Sleep
	X
	Sarvenaaz Sydee (student rep)
	

	
	Jenna Robertson
	
	Rebecca Gilbert 
	X
	Blen Asdrew (student rep)
	

	
	Justin Ford
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	Karl Lambert 
	
	
	
	
	

	Darcy McGee GB
	Todd Jolicoeur 
	X
	Dan Curley
	X
	Tara Laine (Principal) 
	X

	
	Karolyn Cassidy
	X
	Monica Milton
	X
	
	

	
	Marc Dupont
	X
	Robin Ezekiel
	X
	Chris Byrne (VP)
	

	
	Sandra Alvarex
	X
	Terri Elst
	X
	Kate Smith (VP)
	

	
	Andrea Gervais
	
	Kim Drummond
	X
	
	

	
	Liz Palumbo
	x
	Julie Sauve 
	x
	Nick Giannakoulis 
	x

	
	Josh Keon 
	
	
	
	
	



	
	AGENDA ITEM
	PRESENTER
	ACTION / NOTES

	1.0
	Start of Meeting
	Chair 

	Time:   

	1.1
	Agenda 

(Vote for approval)
	Chair  
	
1. motioned by Todd
1. Second - Rebecca 
1. Varia - spring clean up to be added? Robin question
2. Tara - several items to be added after school council meeting
2. Robin - need it for planning purposes - added 
1. Off-premesis - 7 things, 8 more things to add after school council meeting - can be added later - Tara 


	1.2
	Minutes from the previous meeting 

(Vote for approval)

	Chair
	

1. Carolyn - motion
1. Rebecca - second 


	1.3
	Remind:  Article 70 of Education Act

	Chair
	1. Provided by Tara 


	
	Reports
	
	

	2.1
	Principal’s Report



	T. Laine
	1. 2026-27 planning
0. Jan/Feb planning begins for upcoming school year 
0. Before march break - teacher workload preference forms - informs next stage planning for 2026-27
1. Wednesday afternoon winter offerings
1. Open house 
2. Evening, auditorium, new families - grade 6 - tour, learning
2. Coincides with grade 6 visit during the day 
1. Symmes art show 
1. Parent teacher interviews 
4. Few days after term 2 report cards
4. Online booking tool 
1. Spirit week 
5. Week before march break 


	2.2
	Parent Committee
	
	1. Helen gave update
0. fast meeting 
0. medical policy coming out
1. Developed by a nurse that works for the school board
1. In-depth interesting
1. Recommendations sent to directors - tweaks
0. School board calendar
2. Recommendations to change PD days 
0. Renovations at Onslow 
0. English Parent Committee Association (EPCA) Came up - Helen didn’t know about this, Interesting information 
0. Helen to share information received from that group - resources for English community 
5. Justin: EPCA is made up of every English parent committee in the province 
0. Need to vote someone in from parent community 
1. Helen - no parent for SEAC? Don’t think so - hopefully next year - SEAC rep wasn’t at parent committee last meeting 


	2.3
	SEAC
	
	N/A



	2.4
	Student Government Report


	
	N/A

	
	In-Between Meetings
	
	

	3.1
	

	
	

	3.2
	


	
	

	
	Business
	
	

	4.1
	Budget report
(Vote to adopt)
	T. Laine
	1. What’s available - 4th item - deficit by $190K
1. Caused alarm bells at school 
1. Error at the school board
1. New printers being provided to schools - they accidentally charged us for all of them 
1. They’re going to fix it - doesn’t reflect in this budget 
1. $583K left, in good shape, $190K coming back from that error 
1. Enough money for certain staff and extra curricular 
1. Need to get as close to $0 as possible without deficit, last year ended at $3k, try not to leave anything on the table, but better to leave a little then go into deficit 
1. Motion - Rebecca
1. Second - Caroline 


	4.2
	Symmes 
Subject-Time-Allocation 
	T. Laine 
	1. BSR: Basic School Regulations - legal framework 
1. Number of hours needed to deliver certain subject matter 
1. Report to GB and pass what we offer - ensure we are lining up with what the legal framework is
1. Motion -  Rebecca
1. Second - Caitlin


	4.3
	D’Arcy 
Subject-Time-Allocation 
	T. Laine 
	1. Motion - Robin
1. Second - Julie 


	4.4
	WOTP 
Subject-Time-Allocation 
	T. Laine
	1. PY2 and PY3 are combined together - low numbers in the program 
1. Karolyn question - when they come out, do they get a diploma or do they have to go get it? 
1. Tara - they have to go get it - world of work, job market prep, social participation etc preparing for other things
1. Some students to adult education afterwards to get their diploma
1. WOTP gets a certificate at the end
1. Motion - Karolyn
1. Second - Terry 


	4.5
	Revised Code of Conduct 2025-2026
	T. Laine 
	1. Happened part way through school year, needed updates 
1. Took feedback from last GB and incorporated it 
1. Aligned with ministry of education documents 
1. School has a form now - ex: orienteering in phys-ed with coordinates - using devices for that - to maintain that we are following the policy, teachers submit a form, Tara approves, informs parents 
1. Smart watches removed due to redundancy 
1. ACTION - change title (cell phone policy --> mobile device policy)
1. Motion - Todd
1. Second - Robin 


	4.6
	Planned Off-Premises Activities
(Vote to approve)
	T. Laine
	1. February 10th – 2 students to miss school for 2 periods to interview with Radio Canada
2. February 13th – Grade 7 & 8 MES students to travel to the Gatineau Snow Festival 
3. February 25th – Outdoor Ed class to participate in x-country ski race in Gatineau park 
4. March 25th – 10 week mechanics program begins at WQCC – students will miss Wednesday classes 
5. March 26th – Day of Pink – 40 students from our Pride club to attend the event at PWHS 
6. May 4th -8th – Mini-U, 30-40 grade 8, 9, 10 students to participate, $226 cost to families
7. May 5th – 7th – Outdoor Ed class, overnight camping with ziplining, hiking, white water rafting 
8. New add-ons:
a. Feb 13 - black students alliance travel to PWHS for a cultural fair - second year participating - 30 students missing all day 
b. Feb 20 - outdoor ed skating the canal - city bus 
c. March 13 - outdoor ed - farm tour at Captiva farms, horseback riding - learning farm life
d. Feb 25th broom ball tournament in Maniwaki - 15 students?? 
e. April 21st - Environmental and Humanitarian group - community clean up around the school - earth day 
f. March 13th - destination imagination - host a spaghetti dinner fundraiser at the school - fundraisers engaging with the public need to be passed through GB 
i. Fundraising to go to globals in Kansas city - if they don’t go to globals, it has to be spent before the end of the school year
ii. Destination imagination will use it for globals but if not the money will purchase materials for subsequent destination imagination years - bandsaws, wood, etc. 
g. Chocolate fundraiser - destination imagination
h. Grocery bagging fundraiser - destination imagination 
9. Helen - I went to designation imagination 2 years ago - all kinds from diff schools together in one place, putting their brains together, very cool! 
10. Tara - spaghetti dinner - kids do a trial run - kids practice, parents eat and stuff - get the jitters out before the real competition a few weeks later
11. Motion - Robin
12. Second - Monica 



	
	
	
	

	
	Varia
	
	

	5.1
	
	
	



	5.2
	
	
	

	
	Adjournment
	
	

	6.1
	Extension of meeting time, if applicable

(Vote to approve)
	
	Motion to extend end of meeting by x minutes

Motioned by: 
Second: 
Motion results:  


	6.2
	Next Meeting Date 
	T. Laine 
	Next meeting date 
Rescheduling - March 11th 
Motion - Todd
Second - Caroline 


	6.3
	Adjournment of Meeting

	
	Motion to adjourn

Time:   6:44pm

Motioned by: 
Second: 
Motion results:  




Minutes accepted at the __________________ Symmes + D’Arcy (joint) Governing Board meeting.
___________________________                     ___________________________
Tara Laine					
Principal                                                                  Chair	
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